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STREET PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Meeting of the Council held in Room 6, Crispin Community Centre on 
17th January 2023 at 7pm 

 
 PRESENT:                       Councillor L. Wolfers (Chair of Council)                                                                                                   

Councillors: P.Birch, S. Carswell, P. Goater, J. Howard,                
N. Howiantz, N.Kellett, B. Knickerbocker, A. Leafe, T. Napper,   
B. Reina, H. Shearer, N.Smith, A.Sparkes and N. Swift   

                                                                                                                                                                                    
 IN ATTENDANCE: Clerk:  L. Ruff 
    Deputy Clerk: Z. Leach 

County and District Councillor: L.Leyshon 
                       

APOLOGIES                   Councillors:  D. Goater – another engagement – reason 
accepted. 
PC Pople    

 
169. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6th December 2022 which had been 
circulated were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 

170. MATTERS ARISING  
 

Discussion took place on the outline planning application at Somerton Road. This 
application had been considered previously at a public meeting and objections were 
raised by the Parish Council on behalf of the residents of Street.  The application has 
subsequently been on hold pending the resolution of a phospates issue. The Parish 
Council received Planning Board Notification late last week that the application was to 
be considered by the Planning Board at its meeting on 18th January.  The notification 
did not arrive in time to be included on this evening’s Parish Council Planning agenda 
and for any further comments to be submitted.  A Councillor commented that he had 
checked the planning portal and could confirm that the 32 objections raised 
previously were still showing and that the planning number is still the same. There 
had been no material changes to the application.  Cllr Leafe advised that he has been 
granted permission to speak at the Mendip    planning meeting tomorrow evening. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
A. that the Clerk on behalf of the Council will request that the Somerton Road 

Development item on Mendip District Council’s planning meeting agenda for 
tomorrow evening is deferred to allow residents the opportunity to further 
comment. 

 
B. Councillor Shearer will enquire at Mendip District Council why the Parish Council 

was informed so late of the Somerton Road Development item. 
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171 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 
 

In accordance with the Code of Conduct Councillors Carswell, P. Goater, Napper and 
Shearer declared an other interest under Appendix B in any matters relating to the 
District Council and stated that they would keep an open mind when considering 
issues at either District or Parish level.     

 
Councillors Carswell and Shearer declared an other interest under Appendix B in any 
matters relating to the County Council and stated that they would keep an open mind 
when considering issues at County or Parish level.  
 
Councillor Napper declared an other interest under Appendix B in any matters 
relating to Glastonbury Town Council. 
 
Councillor Howard declared an interest under Appendix B in any matters relating to 
Crispin Hall and Community Centre, of which she is a Trustee, the Victoria Club, of 
which she is a Member Trustee and Friends of Strode Theatre. 
 
Councillor Wolfers declared an other interest in any matters relating to Street and 
Glastonbury Chamber of Commerce as she is a Member   

  
Councillor P. Goater declared an other interest under Appendix B in any matters 
relating to the Victoria Club as he is Chair. 
 
Councillor Sparkes declared an other interest under Appendix B in any matters 
relating to the Victoria Club as he is a Trustee. 
 

172 COMMUNITY POLICE OFFICER 
 
PC Pople was not present. 
 
DCRO advised the next ‘Meet the team’ will be held at 7pm on 22 March 2023, Street 
Foyer (YMCA). The priorities are: 
1. Gate/entrance to the Cemetery at the “Batch” to be restored. 
2. Continue with the Support for young people initiative 
3. Speeding vehicles in the high street of Street. 
 

  
173. PRESENTATION ON CRISPIN CENTRE 

Deferred as not present. 
 
 
174. PRESENTATION FROM MENDIP CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAUON  

Deferred as not present. 
 
175. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
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The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 6th December 2022 were 
circulated with the agenda. 

   
RESOLVED 
that the minutes of the meeting were noted.  
 

 
176. COMMUNITY WELLBEING GROUP 
  

The notes of the meetings on 12th December and 9th January 2023 were circulated 
with the agenda.  
 
RESOLVED 
A. that the reports be noted – the date of the planned Discover your Community 

  Event should read as the year 2023 and not 2022. 
 
B. that the Assistant Clerk be asked to invite the Merriman Park group to the  

Discover your Community Event.  
 
C. that Councillor Shearer forward contact details for the Mendip Health and   

Wellbeing Board to the Assistant Clerk to invite to the Discover your  
 Community Event. 
 
 

177. CULTURE WORKING GROUP 
 
The notes of the Culture working group meeting of 13th December 2022 and 10th 
January 2023 were circulated with the agenda. 
 
The Culture working group proposed banners to mark Pride would be a valuable 
addition to the calendar. DCRO shared the designs for the proposed Universal 
Progress Pride banners.  The organisation 2BU had been consulted to ensure that the 
design was accurate and current. 
 
Discussion followed on the programme of banners and whether banners should be 
displayed in the High Street at the beginning of the year. The Clerk advised that the 
cost of taking up and bringing down the banners is approximately £500 which 
includes storage. 
 
The Clerk commented that the silhouette banners may need replacing as they are the 
original ones and are now quite old.  
 
Discussion followed on events to mark the Coronation of King Charles II and whether 
the Parish Council wished to close the High Street for a block party style event. The 
Victoria Club are considering putting on an event over the Coronation weekend, open 
to non-members and Merriman Park Group are also considering a community picnic.   
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Councillors noted that an event at the Victoria Club could help encourage people to 
become members which would help the club in the long term.  
 
Street Parish Council considered a road closure application for a King’s Coronation 
street party at Beech Road on 7th May.  
 
RESOLVED 
A. that the reports be noted.  
B. that banners are put up in the High Street as follows: 

Asap until mid-May: Silhouette banners, or if they require updating, the  
     Strode College designed banners 

Mid-April until end May Union Jack banners to mark the King Charles II’s   
Coronation. 

June:   Progress Pride Banners to mark Pride month 
July to October  Strode College designed banners. 

C. that bright colours are requested from Sweet Acre Nursery for the baskets in the 
High Street. 

D. that the Parish Council will support local organisations in their Coronation events 
and will not look to close the High Street for a block party style event. 

E. that the Parish Council supports the Beech Road, Coronation street party road 
closure application  

F. that the Parish Council publicises free road closure applications for street party 
celebrations of King Charles II’s Coronation. 

  
 
178. STREET CEMETERY 
 

Notes of an informal meeting on 5th January to discuss Street Cemetery and applying 
 for a Community Fund Grant to cover costs of the repairs to the Lych Gate and roof 
 tiles on the Chapel of Rest had been circulated with the agenda.  

 
RESOLVED 
A that the report be noted. 
 
B that the Council approve the submission to Mendip District Council of the 

Community Fund Grant Application for £926 for repairs to the Lych Gate and 
Roof tiles on the Chapel of Rest at Street Cemetery. 

 
C that if the Community Fund Grant Application is unsuccessful the Parish 

Council will cover the cost of the repairs to the Lych Gate and roof tiles on the 
Chapel of Rest up to the value of £926. 

 
 
179 ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE EMERGENCY WORKING GROUP 

 
The notes of the Environment and Climate Emergency working group meeting of 9th 
January 2023 were circulated with the agenda. 
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RESOLVED 
That the report be noted. 

 
   
180. HIGHWAYS 
 

The notes of the Highways working group meeting of 10th January 2023 were   
circulated with the agenda. The Highways Working Group had received requests for 
double yellow lines at the Stonehill and Princes Road junction and the Poplar Road 
and Goss Drive junction.  Both sites were visited by a Councillor and they fed back 
their observations to the Council.  
 
RESOLVED 
 
A. that the request for double yellow lines at the Stonehill/Princes Road junction 

(extending onto Princes Road) are added to the Priorities List for Highways. 
B That the Council did not support the request for double yellow lines at the 

Poplar Road/Goss Drive junction. 
 

 
181. YOUTH OUTREACH AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
 

A discussion took place on attendance at meetings of key people/organisations and 
how this could be improved. 

 
The tender for youth outreach has been advertised with a deadline of 6 March. 
Councillors noted the importance of evaluation of tenders and ensuring that the key 
performance indicators are correct. 
Councillor Leyshon commented that statistics for Somerset Schools around outcomes 
and exclusions is a cause for concern and work is underway on a new strategy plan. A 
Councillor commented that early intervention is crucial. 
 
The Council needs to carefully consider where it directs support for Mental Health 
given it covers such a wide subject. 

  
 
 RESOLVED 
 A that the report be noted. 

B that Councillors will meet on Thursday 9 March at 6pm in the Parish Rooms to 
score the Tenders received for Youth Outreach. 

C to consider future online meetings of the Youth Outreach and Mental Health 
Services group to help improve attendance. 
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182.  REPORT FROM CHAIR 
  

The Chair had circulated prior to the meeting an information sharing document on 
London’s Community Kitchen (LCK) and Strode College.  It was noted that Strode 
College are at the start of their journey with LCK and the scheme is in its initial stages. 

 
 RESOLVED 

 
That Street Parish Council would like to be associated with the scheme between the 
College and London’s Community Kitchen and will wait for the College to report back 
on how this might be achieved. 

 
 
183. PARISH PATH LIAISON OFFICER 
   

Councillor Leyshon advised that there are a few issues with rights of way in the Strode 
Road area - these have been posted on the rights of way map as issues.  
 
Discussion took place on employing a Parish Lengthsman to help clear footpaths and 
undertake odd jobs; the Highways Working Group are already addressing this and 
looking at ways to promote the opportunity. It was commented that Walton Parish 
Council were also looking at employing a Lengthsman.   
 
RESOLVED 
 
That officers will investigate the possibility of linking up with Walton Parish Council to 
employ a Parish Lengthsman  

  
  
184. CORRESPONDENCE/MINOR MATTERS 
  

The Deputy Clerk submitted a report which had been circulated.  
 
 
RESOLVED 
A     that the report be agreed. 
B that the Community Grants Group will become the Youth Outreach and 

Mental Health Services working Group and the following Councillors have 
been appointed to it: 

 Councillors Birch, Carswell, D. Goater, P.Goater, Leafe, Napper, Shearer, 
Wolfers and County Councillor Leyshon.  

C that the Council grants permission to the Allotment Association to remove the 
stile at Strode Road Allotments.  

D that Councillor Swift is appointed to the Community Wellbeing Group and 
Highways Working Group. 

E that Councill Sparkes is removed from the Highways Working Group. 
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F that former Councillors Claire Axten and Stuart Dowden are removed as 
authorised signatories to the NatWest Bank accounts and Councillor Sparkes is 
added as an authorised signatory. 

G that the Parish Council memorial trees be planted at the following locations at 
Merriman Park: 
- Pencil Oak tree in recognition of the platinum jubilee and passing of 

Queen Elizabeth II be planted at location number 37. 
- The memorial tree in recognition of the victims of Covid 19 be planted 

at number 47.  
H that Officers explore what Brookside School’s plans are for its 50th birthday 

celebrations – to be taken to the Culture Working Group for consideration. 
 

 
185. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
 AND COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 
County and District Councillor Carswell advised that the Merriman Park Fun Day will 
take place on the first Saturday in September and Councillor assistance on the day 
would be appreciated. 
 
The Merriman Park Group AGM will take place on 28th February at 7pm in the Crispin 
Community Centre. 
 
County and District Councillor Leyshon advised that tier 2 appointments to the 
Somerset Council have been completed, tier 3 appointments are now due to start. 
The budget for the first year of unitary will go to executive and then out for 
consultation. 
 
County and District Councillor Shearer advised of the Proud to Care campaign aimed 
at raising the profile of caring as a career – there are 162,000 vacancies in social care 
in the Country. 
 
RESOLVED: 
Cllr P.Goater to contact the Environmental Health Officer at Mendip and advise of 
Street Parish Council’s emergency responses contact details.  
 
 

186. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 

The latest bank reconciliations for all accounts at 31st December 2022 had been 
prepared successfully and sent to all members with the monthly income and 
expenditure by account report, the final report of receipts and payments for 
December, schedule of earmarked reserves and a consolidated summary. 

 
 RESOLVED 
 
 that the report and schedule of payments as circulated be approved and initialled 
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by the Chair and the income and expenditure by account report at 31st December 
2022 be noted and the schedule of receipts and payments for December be attached 
as Annex B to the minutes in the Minute Book in order to publish payments of £500 
or more. 

 
 
187 MATTERS FOR REPORT 

The Clerk advised that works to the library gardens are due to start mid–end February 
and will take approximately four weeks to be completed.  It is hoped that the artist 
will be able to start the mural work before the builders are finished.   
 
 

188 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC. 
                 

RESOLVED 
             that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as 
             amended by the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, the press 

and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item as it involved 
confidential staffing information. 

 
 
189 STAFFING COMMITTEE 

 
The Chair of the Staffing Committee advised that three candidates had been 
shortlisted for interview for the Clerk vacancy. Two candidates were interviewed as 
one candidate withdraw from the process.  The Staffing Committee did not consider 
that either candidate was suitable for the role. The vacancy will be readvertised in a 
month’s time. 

 
The meeting ended at 8.45pm 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 


